
CORNWALL
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

Published by Cornwall Family History Society
18 Lemon Street, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2LS, UK

Printed by Palace Printers 01208 873187 | issn 0141 7614

carn Brea 

Issue No. 166 DECEMBER 2017



THE CORNWALL FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
The Cornwall Family History Society Headquarters and Library – 18 Lemon St, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2LS Tel 01872 264044

The society’s officers can be reached through the above address, or email to secretary@cornwallfhs.com
VAT Registration No.  501 3843 20   Registered Charity No.  288686

President:  Edward ROWE

Vice President:  Mr Viv HENDRA (27107)

Mrs Ann HICKS (07097)

Chairman:  Ian BELL (16659), 18 Lemon Street, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2LS, email:  chairman@cornwallfhs.com

Executive Committee:  Lynne TASKER (20668) Vice Chairman: Jacky CASSON (23852), Sylvia DYER (04170), Jenny POOLE (12933), 

Colin TREBILCOCK (23467)

Administrator:  Laurence SMITH     

Society Fellows:  Bob ALEXANDER (00001), Hilary BOLITHO (04698), Cliff COOPER (03258), Ann HICKS (07097), Mike HICKS (08585),

David HOLMAN (02978), Lorna LEADBETTER (06343), Trudy MARTIN (02412), Janet PRINN (04799), Dorothy SWEET (00002),

Moira TANGYE (00042), Rita WARMINGTON (05313), Ray WOODBINE (00003)

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGES
Please remember to change your standing order payment with your bank.  Failure to do this may mean that

you will not receive your current journal.

Annual Subscription
Members may pay via the online shop.  For overseas members, current exchange rate will be applied by World Pay at the time of purchase.

World Pay is a secure site.

 UK Overseas  Combined UK Combined O/S

Electronic* £14.00 £14.00 £32.00 £32.00

Individual £17.00 £21.00 £36.00 £40.00

Family / Society / Corporate £21.00 £28.00 £40.00 £44.00

Life Membership £255.00 £315.00

*This type of membership has an online journal and NOT a paper copy, this includes overseas memberships.

The Research Library at 18 Lemon St, Truro TR1 2LS is open to all, staffed by volunteer members.

Opening Hours:
Monday 11 am to 3 pm,

Tuesday closed
Wednesday to Friday 11 am to 3 pm

Additionally, an evening session Thursday 6.30 to 9 pm is by appointment only and the first Saturday of the month 10 am to 1 pm

Keep in  touch – http://www/cornwallfhs.com

INFORMATION RESOURCES

 

CORNWALL RECORD OFFICE
Old County Hall
Truro TR1 3AY
Tel:  01872 323127
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am to 4.30 pm.  Closed first full week in every month.  
Open one Saturday a month 10 am to 1 pm.  Appointment essential.

THE CORNWALL CENTRE
Alma Place
Redruth TR15 2AT
Tel:  01209 216760

ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CORNWALL
Courtney Library
Royal Cornwall Museum
River Street
Truro TR1 2SJ
Tel:  01872 242786 (direct line)
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 10 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 4 pm.  Saturday 10 am to 1 pm.
Appointment required for use of microfilm/microfiche reader.

CORNWALL BIRTHS, MARRIAGES and DEATH CERTIFICATES
Certificate Application
PO Box 94
Truro TR1 9AY
To obtain copies of certificates quote the full name, the quarter and the parish in which the event took place.  The GRO Reference Number 
is not required nor useful for obtaining certificates locally.  The cost is £9.00.  Cheques to be made out to Cornwall Council.

DISTRICT PROBATE OFFICE
Bodmin Probate
Sub-Registry
Law Courts
Launceston Road
Bodmin PL31 2AL
Tel:  01208 261581
e-mail:  bodmin.psr@hmcourts-service.gsi.gov.uk

GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE
Office of National Statistics
General Register Office
PO Box 2
Southport
Merseyside PR8 2JD
Tel:  0845 603 7788
Cheques made out to the ONS.  NOTE:  Services formerly offered by the National Archives at the Family Records Centre, relating to census 
returns, wills and other sources, are now available at the National Archives at Kew.  For services formerly offered by the General Register 
Office at the Family Records Centre, relating to births, marriages, deaths, adoptions and civil partnerships, see http://www.gro.gov.uk/

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
Helston Family History Centre
Clodgey Lane (next to Tesco)
Helston 
Tel:  Monday to Friday 10 am 4 pm.  Appointment necessary.

ST AUSTELL FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE
Kingfisher Drive
St Austell
Tuesday and Wednesday 1 pm to 4 pm, Thursday 6.30 pm to 9 pm, Friday 6 pm to 9 pm.
Tel:  01726 69912  No mail enquiries accepted.



Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166 December 2017  1

NEXT ISSUE: No. 167 MARCH 2018
All submissions by February 10

email (preferred) to: editor@cornwallfhs.com
(Send text as Word documents with minimal formatting 

and pictures as separate attachments in jpeg format)
or post to: the editor at CFHS headquarters

Cover photo: Lynne Tasker 

Back cover photo:  Karel Saint

DISCLAIMER
We at CFHS do our very best to ensure the accuracy of 
the content in this magazine, however we CFHS cannot 
guarantee this and accept no resposibility for any 
errors or omissions. No person, organization or party 
can copy or re-produce the content of this magazine or 
any part of this publication without a written consent 
from the editors’ panel and the author of the content, 
as applicable. The publisher, authors and contributors 
reserve their rights with regards to copyright of their 
work.

Chairman’s Report

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . 

Chairman’s Report

IN THIS ISSUE . . . . 
AGM report .............................................................................. 2

Vice president ......................................................................... 3

John White .......................................................................... 4-5

Carnarton ..............................................................................6-7

Olive .........................................................................................8

Helping Hands Success ...........................................................9

Many Deaths for one Family ............................................ 10-11

Trustees Report ................................................................. 12-15

Intermediate Course ..............................................................16

Notice from Secretary ............................................................17

John Martin .............................................................................19

Wesley Rock Chapel .........................................................20-21

Cornish Pasties ...................................................................... 23

A poor Child of the Parish .............................................. 24-25

The Angoves in Brazil ......................................................26-27

I have now been the society’s 
chairman for twelve months 

and the last year has just flown by.  
My thoughts on this anniversary 
have, of course, been focused 
on the need to report progress 
at our AGM, which was held on 
the 4 November. An article on 
the AGM, the trustees report and 
financial summary are included 
elsewhere in the journal but for 
those who were not there, I would 

like to add the following comments.

Firstly my thanks to Ed ROWE and Ann HICKS for 
continuing as president and vice president, and also a warm 
welcome to Viv HENDRA who joins us as joint vice president. 

The existing committee members were re-elected en bloc, 
and I thank them all for the time, effort and commitment that 
they have given over the last year.  There are only six of us and 
everyone has really gone ‘the extra mile”.

My thanks also go to the great team of volunteers, from those 
who man our library each week to others who work behind the 
scenes doing data entry, research and photography. Similarly the 
education team who have delivered another well received series 
of courses.

At the start of the year our office facilities in Truro comprised 
our office, research library, and a rather dark storage room for 
our records, all being housed in a very grand listed Georgian 
building that was previously a doctor’s surgery for 150 years. 
One of our first communications was a notice from our landlord 
to quit the storage room. This however proved to be a blessing 
because we managed to rent an adjacent room, which is bigger 
and far more pleasant to work in. This room now houses our 
records, a document photographic unit, and two research or data 
inputting desks.

Our main preoccupation this year has been the upgrade of the 
website. This has proved to be a major challenge, but after much 
effort the site went live in June.

Work is ongoing but its basic functionality seems sound.  We 
are not complacent, however, and will welcome any feedback.  
The site now offers a modern, user friendly experience, whilst 
at the same time future proofing our database of five million 
records, which can now accept further uploads. I should also put 
in a plug for our sister website ‘Cornwall’s War History’. Ann 
and Mike HICKS have recently added over a 1000 new records, 
for both casualties and survivors, of wars from The Great War 
through to the present day. 

I have run out of space so it only remains for me to send 
Seasonal greetings, from myself, and the committee to all our 
members and wish all a happy New Year.

IAN BELL (16659)
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The society’s AGM was held on 4 
November at the County Arms 

Truro.

The meeting commenced with the 
customary minute’s silence to pay our 
respects to those members who had sadly 
passed away in the preceding year. This 
year was particularly poignant following 
the loss of our former President, Lady 
Mary HOLBOROW and also our Vice 
President Dr Francis DUNSTAN.

Our current President, Ed ROWE, was 
unable to attend, due to heavy theatrical 
commitments, but the resolution to 
continue his presidency was unanimously 
passed. The meeting also reappointed Ann 
HICKS as our standing Vice President 
and elected Viv HENDRA as a joint Vice 
President.

Ann HICKS kindly chaired 
the AGM and, following the 

acceptance of the Trustees and Treasurer’s 
reports, those attending were addressed by 
executive committee members regarding 
progress during the year and plans for 
the future. Mike HICKS then delivered 
a similar report on the Cornwall’s War 
History website.

The meeting concluded with the re-
election of the six existing committee 
members with Ian BELL and Lynne 
TASKER continuing as Chair and Vice 
Chair.

With the formal proceedings completed, 
and after a pleasant lunch, the afternoon 
session commenced with a fascinating 
lecture by Dr Lesley TROTTER entitled 
‘The Married Widows - the wives left 
behind’. 

Lesley has extensively researched the 
lives of wives who stayed in Cornwall 
to bring up their children, when their 
husbands emigrated in search of work 
following the slumps in Cornish mining in 
the 19th century. Her research has revealed 
that up to one-third of households in some 
mining areas were headed by these tough 
and resilient women. Their lives were 
hard and depended on the monies that 
their husbands managed to send home. 
Some of their husbands returned, others 

2017 AGM report
By Ian Bell (16659)

sent for their families to join them and 
some were never seen again.

Lesley is an historian, genealogist and 
writer and is an Associate of the Institute 
of Cornish Studies. More information 
can be found on her website – www.
humblehistory.com.

In contrast, our second guest speaker 
was Philip RODDA, who entertained 

the audience with a short film and talk on 
his family’s involvement with a Cornish 
favourite – clotted cream.

Cornish housewives have always used 
surplus milk to make clotted cream but 
Philip’s grandmother, Fanny RODDA, 
cleverly worked out how to heat treat the 

cream so that it would keep for up to three 
months, enabling this Cornish delicacy to 
be enjoyed far and wide.

Whilst Rodda’s of Scorrier, is now a 
major employer it is still a family 

based company and Philip’s illustrated 
talk showed the charming way in which 
the family gradually moved from the 
kitchen range production methods of the 
early days, to the high tech processes of 
today. The company now also produces a 
range of other dairy based products, and 
generous free samples were available to 
be taken home, as a lasting reminder of a 
lovely talk.

Photo: Colin Trebilcock delivering his report.

Photo: Members of the audience.
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At the society’s recent AGM, Viv HENDRA was 
elected to join Ann HICKS as our joint vice 
president, along with Ed ROWE as president. 

Viv is a proud Cornishman who went to Truro 
School and then Cambridge University, before 
commencing a teaching career.  He spent three-
years in Scotland before returning to Cornwall 
to teach at Torpoint for a further twenty-three 
years.

In 2002 he returned to his native Truro to open 
the Lander Gallery, which specialised in Cornish 
art.

Viv is a very experienced researcher and author 
and in 2007 published the definitive book on 
the life and works of John OPIE, the famous 
Cornish artist born in St Agnes, in 1761. (The 
Cornish Wonder – A portrait of John OPIE.)

Recently retired, Viv has kindly offered some 
of his time and expertise to the society and we 
very much look forward to working with him.  

A warm welcome to our new joint Vice President:
Viv HENDRA

WEBSITE UPDATE
The new website is now more or less complete. The society is pleased with the product and 

we trust our members are similarly enjoying its use.

An issue raised at our recent AGM concerned the ‘Not Secure’ notification that appeared on 
the address line of some browsers when accessing the ‘LOGIN’ procedure.  It was explained 
that the SSL Certificate, which provides security authentication for the website had yet to be 
purchased.   This is now in hand and hopefully will be in place in the forthcoming weeks.

Your LOGIN details are NOT at risk so please proceed with confidence when renewing your 
membership.

In this quarter MI photographs for Warleggan, St Tudy, St Cleer and Mylor Parish Churchyards 
have been added.

The CFHS is on Facebook. To join us there 
and keep right up to date, search for the 
Cornwall Family History Society page and 
click on the Like button.
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Programmes like Fake or Fortune 
give a glimpse of the importance 
of provenance for the history of 

paintings. Research frequently comes up 
with interesting family links - but when 
I bought the portrait of John WHITE of 
Trelogas I did not expect to find out much 
about him. I first came across it on the 

internet; the painting was up for sale in 
Dorchester the next day. By the time I had 
noticed it, there was no chance of doing 
any homework.  I could not find Trelogas 
anywhere and WHITE is a fairly common 
surname. But, because Trelogas sounded 
Cornish I decided to drive a few hours 
to have a go for it. When I had loaded it 

into the car to bring it home I was anxious 
that I had spent too much on an unknown 
picture. There was one clue, an old letter 
with a London address attached to the 
painting. This did not mean much to me 
at the time. I certainly did not imagine 
I would discover who John WHITE 
actually was, but the ongoing research has 

JOHN WHITE
– a fascinating portrait

By Viv Hendra (27101)

John White Trelogas Hendra



Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166 December 2017  5

been full of surprises.

In fact the WHITEs were a wealthy 
Truro merchant family in the 17th century. 
Robert WHITE (d. 1616) married Merrell 
SYDENHAM, whose brother Cuthbert 
SYDENHAM was a woollen draper with 
a business in St Nicholas Street, Truro. 
Robert had several children including 
Peter WHITE (1600-1688) and John 
WHITE (1614-1685). 

Trelogas is actually still standing 
just up from the beautiful 

Cowlands Creek. An old structure, it is 
grade 2 listed but the modern spelling 
of Treloggas means that it did not come 
up on my initial searches. It was near the 
river and handy for boats to unload at the 
quay. In 1664 the hearth tax records show 
six hearths, a big house then. It belonged 
to Robert’s son Peter WHITE, Gent.

John WHITE (1614-1685) was a 
younger brother. He did not stay in 
Cornwall, but went to London. No 
doubt making use of family contacts he 
flourished in the cloth trade and built 
up a prosperous business in Paternoster 
near St Paul’s. Gradually acquiring more 
properties he was a citizen of the city of 
London and a member of the Merchant 
Taylors’ Company. He lived in London 
through the great plague. When the Great 
Fire of London devastated the city in 1666, 
it destroyed the whole of the Paternoster 
area, taking John WHITE’s premises too. 
He and his family were unharmed, but 
John was so moved by the experience that 
he made his will soon after. The will is 
lengthy and complex, disposing of huge 
sums of money. There are charitable gifts 
amounting to many hundreds of pounds, 
also bequests to family and friends. Most 
remarkable was the discovery that he 
left money to Truro, ‘wherein I received 
my first breathing’, to the tune of twelve 
pounds and ten shillings annually for ever.

He gave careful thought to every detail 
and the reason for it. The Great Fire 
started on 2 September and therefore 
WHITE required a sermon preached 
by ‘some able divine’ on that date in 
Truro every year. The subject was very 

clear, it was ‘in acknowledgement of 
God’s great mercy who beyond all men’s 
expectation preserved so great a part 
from the devouring flames for which the 
whole nation have great cause to bless 
and praise his holy name, for it was an 
astonishing mercy to all beholders.’ He 
was not concerned about what caused the 
fire, but more the providence that stopped 
it spreading.

After the sermon was preached in 
Truro church (now the cathedral), 

the preacher was to receive a pound, 
while three shillings and sixpence was 
to be given to the clerk and two shillings 
and sixpence to the sexton. Twenty four 
shillings were to be divided among twelve 
of the poorest widows inhabiting the town 
of Truro. The rest of the twelve pounds 
ten shillings was to be spent on helping 
two of the poor children of Truro each 
year by placing them out to some good 
employment. One year there were two 
from Truro, the next there was one from 
Kenwyn Street and one from St Clements 
Street, and so alternately for all time.

The John White Charity was set in 
motion soon after the will was written, 
though WHITE was to live until 1685. 
The sermons were preached annually 
and sometimes preserved. The money 
was distributed as, for example in 1672 
Jane LARKE was placed out with John 
and Jane RICHARDS who, in return 
for payment, were to teach her to make 
lace, to knot, to make linen work and to 
read. Remarkably the charity continued 
to operate well into the 20th century, 
although by that time £12.50 would not 
change people’s lives. Over time the 
charity was split, with St Mary’s church 
handling the sermon and the town council 
looking after the apprentices. Even quite 
recently the charity was quietly helping 
young people to buy tools or work clothes. 

The biggest surprise was where the 
money came from. It was to be 

taken from the rent on property that John 
WHITE owned in the Truro area. It turned 
out that he owned a large area of land 
bordered by Boscawen Street, Calenick 
Street, Infirmary Hill and Barrack Lane. 

Twelve pounds and ten shillings 
annually for ever.

In those days it was farmland, and the 
Moorfield car park was still moor fields. 
This was particularly interesting to me 
as I had the picture hanging in a gallery 
built on the very land that John WHITE 
owned. The Cornwall Family History 
Society premises are also on his land.

It is a fascinating family history and the 
development and decline of the charity 
is interesting too. John WHITE had an 
unshakeable faith in the power of the 
Almighty and his religious beliefs were 
strong and firm. He would have been 
pleased to think that the portrait was 
rediscovered in the summer of 2016, 
just 350 years after the Great Fire had 
prompted him to set up his charity. Thus 
it was that on 2 September 2016 the rector 
of St Mary’s Church, the Very Revd 
Roger BUSH, Dean of Truro, once more 
preached the John WHITE sermon, and 
was duly presented with his pound. 

The Town Clerk (Roger GAZZARD) 
received three shillings and sixpence. The 
mayor, Rob NOLAN, was also present 
but he was not entitled to any money! 
Now councillor Bert BISCOE has 
ensured that the charity is clearly named 
as incorporated with other Truro charities 
and the name of John WHITE lives on. 

Meanwhile the WHITE family 
tree continues to confuse. It turns 

out that while John was in London, he 
had a nephew, also called John WHITE 
(1631-1700), working in London too. The 
letter on the back of the painting leads 
to a direct and distinguished family line 
back to this second John WHITE, son of 
Peter WHITE, Gent, of Trelogas. This 
means that the portrait might not show the 
charity man at all! 

Now, to make matters even more 
confusing there appears to be an identical 
portrait at Belton House which is said 
to show a completely unrelated man, so 
perhaps the portrait does not show either 
of these two John WHITEs at all, but 
someone quite different. Quite where all 
this will lead remains to be discovered, 
but the whole adventure has led to the 
revival of the John White Charity, and an 
unexpected glimpse of the days before the 
LEMON family bought the land which 
was to establish Georgian Truro. The man 
in the picture, whoever he is, still has his 
wry smile.
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When I first started researching my 
Cornish ancestors I concentrated 

on my WOODHOUSE name.  The 
basics proved easy as there are very few 
of us about in the county!  By the time 
I fitted my father into the sequence I 
had a reasonable amount of Cornishness 
particularly when my grandmother, Emily 
CARNARTON, was added in.  However, 
once I began to seriously consider her 
ancestry research ground to halt while I 
pursued other objectives.

In 2004 I had managed to find a 
CARNARTHEN website put together by 
a member of the Cornish diaspora.  This 
seemed to lead toward my ancestors but 
left an ill defined gap in the sequence 
between Phillack, Helston and Truro.  
There were also problems much later 
in the nineteenth century where a 
marriage between a CARNARTON 
and a RICHARDS was confused by a 
HENDRY to say nothing of the variable 
spellings of the first of the three.

An aunt of mine had always 
maintained that my great 

grandmother was a HENDRY and the 
1881 Census seemed to confirm this.  
It showed an Emily CARNARTON 
and her daughter, my grandmother 
(another Emily), living with her ‘sister’ 
Mary HENDRY in Truro.  My great-
grandfather John was, at the time, a 
mariner at sea.  However the census 
return should have read ‘half-sister’ 
as when the marriage certificate of 
my great grandmother was acquired it 
showed that her father was a William 
RICHARDS of Truro.  Her mother, if it 
is assumed that she was base born, was 
the Emily HENDRY (nee RICHARDS) 
who signed the certificate as a marriage 
witness.  Further complications ensued 
when the Emily Hendry’s marriage 
record was found to have described her 
as Ellen RICHARDS, spinster, yet in all 
subsequent documentary evidence she 
is given as Emily!   Basically she was 
a nineteenth century unmarried mother 
and further research indicated that it 
was her parents in Truro who partially 
brought up her daughter (1861 Census).  
William RICHARDS was described as a 
shoemaker on Emily’s marriage certificate 

and he has proved very difficult to trace 
with any certainty.  The best guess is a 
William RICHARDS from Gluvius who 
was a shoemaker at one time, appears not 
to have married, and might have been a 
relation of some kind.  My aunt’s take on 
the HENDRYS also included a Scottish 
connection, whereas in fact they were 
from Norfolk and were railway workers 
who had followed the railway westward.  
It illustrates the wariness with which one 
should treat family memories or histories.

After this resolution of some elements 
of my grandmother’s ancestry I 

returned to the CARNARTONS.  John 
CARNARTON was born around 1834 
and his parentage can be traced back to 
a Charles CARNARTON who married 
in Helston in 1791.  Charles proved a 
new and major stumbling block as, at 
least initially, there were no obvious 
parents.  While it has been possible to 
make a reasonable guess as to where the 
linkage to the CARNARTHEN lineage 
occurred, no triangulation has been 
found to date.  Working forward from 
the late 17th century there is a Charles 
CARNARTHEN who married an 
Elizabeth LUKE in 1728 in Phillack.  The 
parents never lived to see their children 
reach adulthood as they both died in their 
forties.  Charles CARNARTHEN, the 
fifth child was eight when his mother died 
and eleven when his father was buried.  
Where he went, and what happened to 
him and the other children is unknown 
at present, with the exception of Dorcas 
1733-1755. 

To resolve the ‘disappearance’ 
of Charles CARNARTHEN 

and the appearance of another Charles 
CARNARTON later in the century is 
only possible by using an explanation 
based on the somewhat promiscuous 
activities of a Christian GEORGE of 
Sithney.  Christian was the eldest child 
and daughter of William and Christian 

GEORGE and was born in 1737.  In 
September 1762 she gave birth to a 
Charles with the father cited as George 
CORNISH.  Although difficult to prove 
she may have felt somewhat ‘sorry’ 
for George who had apparently lost his 
wife Susanna in 1859, having only been 
married for two years.  Charles may 
in turn have been named after a young 
brother of Christian who died in 1754.  In 
January, 1763 the child died.   The year 
1768 found Christian pregnant again 
producing a Charles CARNARTON on 
4 October.  Family Search gives the date 
and mother but does not include the fact 
that he was ‘base’ born which the parish 
register does include.  Nothing records 
the father and if it were the Charles of 
1736 he neither appears before or after in 
any records I have seen to date.  Whether 
she named the child after the father looks 
like an unresolvable question.  Who 
brought the child up?  It may well have 
been Christian herself for there is a hint 
of this when Charles names one of his 
own daughters Christian in 1807.  In 1771 
Christian GEORGE gets married to a 
John EDWARDS of Breage and has at 
least four children in the next few years.

Having acquired the name Charles 
CARNARTON Christian’s son 

marries a Margaret (Margery) PERROW 
in Helston in 1791 and it is from this 
union that the Truro based ‘tribe” bearing 
the name derives.  Both Charles and his 
sons Charles and Abednego (Benjamin) 
moved along with other family members 
to Truro in the early nineteenth century.  
Charles snr had six daughters of which 
one, Margery, married Thomas EMIDY 
a son of Joseph Antonio EMIDY the 
musician.  Charles CARNARTON jnr 
married a Mary DUFF in 1823 and they 
had around eight children by the end of the 
1830s half of which were boys.  Abednego 
(Benjamin) whose family is the subject of 
this research, married in Helston and only 
moved to Truro in 1834/35.  

In September1827 he married Mary 
LANDERYOU and later that year, 
when their first child Mary Jane was 
born, Benjamin was recorded as a 
butcher.  Their second child Peter Charles 
CARNARTON was also born in Helston 

CARNARTON:
missing links and guesses.
By Roger G. Woodhouse (10785)

Promiscuous
Christian George
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and by 1851 is recorded as training to be 
a school master in London, marrying in 
Exeter in 1853 and then “disappearing”.   
So far he has not emerged from census 
records either in the UK in any of the 
emigrant destinations that have been 
checked. He provides a diversionary 
activity when one takes a spare ten 
minutes or so from researching his later 
brother John CARNARTON and his 
migration from Helston to Truro.  In later 
census returns John is recorded as being 
born in Helston, while baptism records 
exist in Truro for both him and his brother 
Richard CARNARTON on 5 October 
1834.  After moving to Truro Benjamin 
seems to have had a series of manual 
occupations as labourer, waterman, 
coalporter and bargeman, up until his 
death in 1868.

John, my great-grandfather, grew up 
in Truro and became a mariner at a 

young age, although he must have had 
some schooling as he wrote a very clearly 
structured letter to his daughter on the 
loss of her first born in South Africa in 
the late 1890s.  He appears to have also 
completed a number of years in the armed 
forces, though the detail of these remain 
to be explored.  The example of his elder 
brother Peter Charles CARNARTON 
who became a teacher must have had some 
influence and perhaps indicates parental 
support for education. His younger brother 
Richard CARNARTON also became a 
teacher and can be traced through the 19th 
century records in the London area. John, 
as mentioned, became a mariner and went 
to sea in ships that traded in and out of 
the Fal estuary, returning to Truro from 
time to time, and on one occasion he met 

Emily RICHARDS who was living with 
her grandparents in the town.  She was 
very much younger than John and at the 
time of their marriage she was only 17, 
whereas he was twice that at 34.  Emily 
RICHARDS, her mother, had married in 
1854 to a William HENDRY a platelayer 
with the railway who, by 1871, had been 
moved to Bridgend near Lostwithiel.  
They lived in the parish of St. Winnow 
and it was here that John married Emily 
RICHARDS, on 10 February 1868.  
What has been difficult to establish is 
whether the marriage took place at St 
Winnow church on the river, or at the 
second church at St Nectans.  Her mother 
was buried at the latter in 1894.  For some 
years the couple lived in Kenwyn, Truro 
and in the 1881 Census their only child 
Emily is recorded as being 8 years old 
while her father’s recorded age appears to 
have ‘lost’ ten years somewhere!

The whole family appear to be 
absent from the 1891 census but 

surfaced in Fowey in 1894, when John 
is still described as a mariner in the 
merchant service. Shortly afterwards 
he may have ‘slung his hook’ and have 
taken a ‘retirement’ job of supporting 
his wife Emily in her role as caretaker 
of the Fowey Working Mens Institute 
(Royal Cornwall Gazette 6 December 
1900).  He died in February 1902 while 
his daughter Emily, who had married 

Richard Henry WOODHOUSE in 1894, 
was in South Africa.  In some ways this 
particular CARNARTON line, in terms 
of the name, ends with John.  The new 
WOODHOUSE family of Richard and 
Emily commuted backwards and forwards 
to South Africa for some years before 
settling out of Cornwall in Plymouth.  
John CARNARTON’S wife Emily even 
visited South Africa but eventually settled 
in Plymouth, with her daughter and son in 
law, and died there in 1935.   

(1) peterpjw@ozemail.com.au  Family 
History – Peter J. Williams.

(2) Abednego decided to change his name to 
Benjamin on his move to Truro. It was a name 
derived from his grandfather on his mother’s 
side: Abednego PERROW 1735-1812.

(3) Both Peter Charles and Richard changed 
the spelling of their name to CAERNARTON. 
They may have been two of the most 
successful pupils at the Truro Training School 
in Fairmantle Street.   A Church of England 
school founded for poor pupils with the 
aim of eventually producing teachers for 
the embryonic school system which was to 
develop later in the century.  There are some 
manuscript notes in an education file in 
the library of the CFHS but their origin and 
provenance is unclear.  What is the case is that 
there were similar schools set up in other parts 
of the country with the Truro school being one 
of the first.

(4) Arrived at Southampton from Cape 
Town 15th April 1906 on the Dover Castle a 
vessel destined to be sunk in World War I. She 
was accompanied by her daughter and two 
children.

Contact:-
rogerwoodhouse@btinternet.com

Took a caretaker job 

at the Fowey Working 

Mens Institute 

CHRISTMAS 2017
Research Library Opening Times

Please note that the research library at 
18 Lemon Street, Truro  will be 

CLOSED from: Tuesday 19 December 2017
and will REOPEN on: Wednesday 3 January 2018.

This will give our conscientious team of library volunteers a welcome break.

We wish all our members a happy festive season
and success with their research in the New Year.
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My maiden surname is OLIVE. 
I have research dating back to 

William OLIVY (baptised 20 September 
1719 at St Gerrans church), whose father 
was called Richard. I have also found a 
William OLYVY (baptised 7 January 
1721 at St Gerrans), the son of yet another 
William. I have found four possible years 
for William’s death: 1779, 1782, 1790 
and 1793.

On 16 February 1744/45 William 
married Christian TILLER, the daughter 
of Charles TILLER and Christian 
COCK. Christian was baptised on 1 
January 1722 at St Gerrans and buried 
there on 16 March 1803. Their son, 
Richard OLIVEY, was baptised on 22 
November 1767 in Gerrans and buried on 
20 October 1839. He was then 72 and his 
place of residence is given as Trewithian 
in Gerrans. Richard married Eliza(beth) 
LYDDICOT/LIDDICOTE (daughter 
of Thomas LIDDICOTE and Mary 
BENNETS) on 7 April 1787.  Elizabeth 
was baptised on 27 March 1763 at St Erth. 
I have not found where or when Elizabeth 
was buried.

Their son Richard OLIVE was born 
on 5 December 1797 and baptised 

on 15 April 1798 in Truro. He was buried 
on 21 October 1875 at Gerrans, aged 76 
years. Richard married Harriet CREGOE 
(daughter of William CREGOE and 
Philippa Johns OXENBERY) on 19 

November 1825. Harriet was baptised 
on 4 July 1802 at Gerrans and died on 15 
June 1835, aged just 33. She was buried at 
Gerrans on 17 June 1835.

Their son William Cregoe OLIVE was 
born on 26 August 1828 and baptised 
on 21 September 1828. He died on 
21 October 1881 at sea on board the 
Montezuma. He was 53 years of age. 
William married Catherine GIBSON 
(daughter of James GIBSON and 
Elizabeth TREGARTHEN) on 11 
September 1852. Catherine was baptised 
on 4 July 1829 at St Just in Penwith. 
She died on 28 November 1916 and was 
buried at Gerrans on 1 December 1916.

Their son William OLIVE was born 
on 10 October 1856 at Gerrans, 

and was baptised on 13 January 1857 at 
St Mawes. He died on 17 October 1913 
in Newcastle, New South Wales (NSW), 
Australia, and was buried on 19 October 
1913 in Sandgate Cemetery, NSW.  
William was married in Wickham, NSW, 
to Eliza Edith LAMAN (daughter of 
Thomas LAMAN and Amelia DEE) on 7 
May 1889.  Eliza was born on 1 July 1864 
in Gloucester, NSW, and died on 2 January 
1940. She was buried on 3 January 1940 

at Nelson Bay, Port Stephens, NSW.

Their son Aubrey Carl OLIVE was 
born on 28 January 1897 in Alexandria, 
NSW. He died on 17 April 1947 in 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, and 
was buried on 18 April 1947 in Balmoral 
Cemetery, Queensland. Aubrey married 
Phillis Myee THOMPSON (daughter 
of William THOMPSON and Bina Ann 
PATERSON) on 22 October 1921 in 
Stockton, NSW. Phillis was born on 9 
January 1901 in Tea Gardens, NSW, and 
died on 20 May 1995 in Queensland, 
Australia.

Their son Raymond Aubrey OLIVE 
(my father) was born on 27 February 1922 
in Raymond Terrace, NSW. He died on 11 
November 1997 in Brisbane, Queensland. 
He married Ray Margaret PORTER 
(daughter of Joseph PORTER and 
Hannah Mary HEWITT) on 19 January 
1946 in Bulimba, Queensland. Ray was 
born on 1 December 1921 in Brisbane.  

I am the eldest of their two daughters. 
Unfortunately they had no sons to 

carry on the OLIVE surname. I would 
be intrigued to know if the surname 
originated in Cornwall or elsewhere. If 
anyone can shed some light on any of 
these family lines I would be very pleased 
to hear from you.

Contact: 
denis_hall@iprimus.com.au

Surname OLIVE: 
can you help?
By Annette Hall

Richard Olive
was born in Truro

Helping
Hands

Beswetherick Forge
By Yvonne Poulton 

My father lived in East Lodge, Carnanton Estate, St Columb 
from 1936 to 1949. When he left school, he worked in the 
blacksmith’s forge at Beswetherick. So far, I have been unable 
to locate a photograph of the forge, which unsurprisingly no 
longer exists. I wonder if anyone else has such a photograph, 
or knows where I might find one? I am trying to put together a 
record of his life for him and this would add greatly to it. I would 
be pleased to receive any assistance anyone can give and look 
forward to your response.
Contact: jimandeve.poulton@btopenworld.com

Police Sergeant
Brice Ward

(1927-2001)

I would be interested to hear from friends and former 
colleagues of police sergeant Brice Ward.  I am trying 

to complete a short biography of his life and career.

Anyone with memories or recollections, however brief, 
can contact me at: nbeinder@yahoo.com

o
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More Grave Matters
By Elise Langdon-Neuner (24524)

I very much enjoyed Sheila Peters’ and Lynda Quee’s article 
on graves in issue no.165 of the CFHS magazine. How I 

would have loved to have volunteered for the monumental 
inscription project but I live in Vienna! I have, however, visited 
the churchyard at St Stephens by Launceston in search of my 
ancestor’s graves. What I found raised some questions and I 
was wondering if they or anyone else had an answer to these 
questions.

All the old graves in the churchyard are made of local stone, 
except my 4x great- grandfather’s grave, which is marble. As he 
was not a particularly rich man, this seems rather extravagant 

In the September journal, I read the 
appeal from Philip JEFFERY who 

was trying to locate his old family home 
in Cornwall. He said that he had been told 
that the upper right-hand window is (or 
was) engraved with ‘Jeffery’s in the Vale.’ 
Fortunately, I knew where this house was. 
It is in Berkley Vale in Falmouth, but the 
house now has the address of Kimberly 
Park Road. I contacted Philip and offered 
to take some photographs for him; with 
the owner’s consent of course. 

Helping Hands Success
By Karen Tuplin (23252)

Helping
Hands

and ostentatious. Where would the marble have come from 
and would it have been considerably more expensive than local 
stone? 

There are three graves that almost touch the church wall and 
face the wall. These people were probably Bible Christians who, 
I would have thought, would have been located somewhere on 
the periphery. Someone suggested to me that they might have 
been moved. How is it possible to find out if graves have been 
moved in a churchyard? And why, in any event, would they 
face inwards rather have their backs to the church like all the 
other gravestones?

I have photos of the graves in question and would really 
appreciate any further information.

Contact: A.a.neuner@gmail.com 

o
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Leo Tolstoy once observed that all 
happy families were alike, but 

that each unhappy family was unhappy 
in its own way. However, every family 
is unhappy at some time or other, and 
family history is inevitably a mixture of 
better and worse times. In my own family, 
one of the worst times I know of came 
between 26 October 1892 and 19 April 
1893, when my great-grandparents lost 
half of their children in the space of six 
months. In looking to find out more about 
what happened to the children, I have also 
come across some cautionary tales for all 
family historians.

Thomas Faull CURNOW and 
Elizabeth Ellen CURNOW (nee ROWE) 
lived at Curcurrian near Ludgvan. At 

the beginning of 1892, they had six 
children. Thomas Eddy CURNOW 
(b. 1878), James Faull CURNOW (b. 
1880), Mary Ellen CURNOW (b. 1882), 
my grandfather, Charles CURNOW (b. 
1885), William CURNOW (b. 1888) and 
John CURNOW (b. 1890).

John died on 26 October 1892. I seem 
to remember my father (Archibald 

Charles CURNOW) telling me once that 
his father had described John as having 
always been a very sickly child. This is 
consistent with his death certificate which 
identifies Tabes Mesenterica, a wasting 
disease, as the cause of death. This was 
certified by John SYMONS, MRCS. 
According to Kelly’s Directory for 
1893, John SYMONS was a surgeon in 

Penzance. Does the presence of his name 
on the death certificate hint at some kind 
of post-mortem, however rudimentary? 
Or is it simply the opinion of a specialist?

However, there is a much bigger 
question mark hanging over the child’s 
death. In Ludgvan churchyard there is 
a curious elongated grave that contains 
the remains of the three children. On the 
inscription it clearly states that John was 
ten months old when he died. However, 
John CURNOW, aged one, appears in 
the 1891 census, and the death certificate 
gives his age at time of death as two. 
Based on the dates in his parents’ family 
Bible, I believe that John was born in 
December 1890. Although that would 
make him significantly less than one at 
the time the 1891 Census was taken (on 5 
April of that year) and a bit less than two 
at the time he died, it would also make a 
him a lot more than ten months old when 
he died. It is curious, to say the least, that 
his grave appears to be the source of such 
a misleading piece of information, but 
it is difficult to avoid that conclusion. 
Alternative explanations appear to make 
even less sense.

Given his medical condition, it is 
unlikely that John’s death came 

as any surprise to his parents. The next 
death in the family, however, certainly 
did. James Faull CURNOW, aged 
twelve, was killed in an accident during 
the construction of a subway at St Erth 
railway station on 24 March 1893. This 
led to an inquest, carried out by the county 
coroner Mr G.P. GRENFELL at the Star 
Inn, Crowlas. The inquest began the next 
day, on 25 March. After some evidence 
was taken, it was adjourned, perhaps to 
allow Mr. ROGERS, a representative of 
the Great Western Railway Company, to 
travel down from London to attend. The 
inquest reconvened on 1 April, with Mr 
ROGERS present, and the family were 
represented by Mr George L. BODILLY, 
a Penzance solicitor.

A report of the inquest appears in the 
issue of The Cornishman published on 6 
April 1893. One witness was accused of 
intimidating another, and a good deal of 
finger-pointing clearly took place. The 
coroner felt obliged to note that a lot of 
the evidence presented was extremely 

Many Deaths for one Family
By Trevor Curnow (22990)

Ellen Curnow and surviving children 1897
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contradictory. There also seems to have 
been some tension between the coroner 
and members of the jury, who felt that he 
did not treat them with adequate respect. 
As inquests go, it seems to have been 
quite a lively affair. In the end, a verdict 
of accidental death was arrived at, and the 
certificate issued by the coroner stated 
that the boy died ‘from injuries through 
some earth and timber falling on him.’ 
While no actual finding of negligence 
was made, the coroner also observed 
that the whole incident might have been 
taken much more seriously if more people 
had been killed, and the Great Western 
Railway Company came in for some 
harsh words. On this occasion, however, 
there was only one victim, James Faull 
CURNOW. Or James Paul CURNOW, 
as his death certificate incorrectly called 
him, giving another reason to be cautious 

Curnow children grave

with supposedly cast-iron sources.

William died on 19 April 1893, less 
than a month after his brother, 

aged four. According to the certificate 
provided by James MUDGE, LRCP, 
the cause of death was croup. Today 
it is rarely fatal, but it was not always 
so. Croup commonly accompanied 
diphtheria, which is now relatively 
uncommon thanks to vaccination. At the 
end of the nineteenth century it was far 
from unknown for children to die of croup, 
and William had the misfortune to be one 
of them. In the context of the times, it 
was not a particularly tragic death. In the 

context of the family’s recent sufferings, 
it must have come as a particularly cruel 
blow.

The children are buried together, in a 
curiously asymmetrically shaped grave. 
Their individual details are written along 
the side, but on the narrower end there is a 
joint dedication to ‘The Beloved Children 
of Thomas & Ellen Curnow’. Two of 
the children received a further memorial 
when another child was born to the couple 
in 1895, and given the names William 
James. He died in 1982, far exceeding the 
lifespans of the three brothers he never 
knew put together.

Inquest was a 
lively affair

The March 2017 Journal included 
a request to all members who knit 
or crochet for help to provide 1,271 
poppies to honour the Cornish who 
lost their lives in WW1. 

This was to be part of the DCLI 
Museum display in November. In 
response, the members of the Toronto 
Cornish Association (TCA) got 
to work, and in September, Mary 
WEBB (nee TREMAYNE, on the 
left) is seen here delivering the TCA 
contribution to Vivian THOMAS at 
the society offices in Truro.

The Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry
(DCLI) Poppy Project.
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Cornwall Family History Society 
Trustees Report 2016-2017 

 
 

Trustees:  The trustees who served during the year and since the year-end were as follows: 
 
President:   E ROWE (Cornish Bard)   
 
Vice Presidents:   E F DUNSTAN 
                                                                       A HICKS 
 
Trustees:    I BELL  (Chairman) 
                                                                       L TASKER (Vice Chairman)                                                                
                                                                       S DYER 
                                                                       J CASSON       
                                                                       J SEAGROVE 
                                                                     C TREBILCOCK 
                                                                      J POOLE 
     
Structure, Governance and Management 
 

The society is managed by a committee of up to eleven member trustees who have been proposed and elected at the annual 
general meeting for the ensuing year.  The management of the society is the responsibility of the trustees who are elected or 
co-opted under the terms of the constitution. 

 
Achievements and Performance 
 

It is the policy of the charity to maximise access to family history data to its members and the general public.  This has been 
achieved by the indexing and publishing of the information from source genealogical documents at the lowest cost 
commensurate with sustaining further similar work. 

 
To this end, during the period the society has: 
 

Continued to co-operate in the provision of data with the Federation of Family History Societies who in turn work with Find My 
Past to make the information available online. 

 
Maintained and updated the society’s website to inform the public and society members of new ventures and make available 
our own products and other people’s products, with a Cornish theme or family history relevance, that we feel are of value to 
our members and the public.  The recent launch of our new improved website now allows us to release a backlog of stored 
digitized records. The upgrade also extends access to the database for tablet and phone users.  

 
Produced a quarterly journal to inform the members of new ventures, to encourage their presence at events and provide a 
forum for the sharing of information with our overseas members.   

 
Participated at various family history fairs run by other organisations around the county, exhibiting the society’s database and 
sharing the variety of information available, including general family history assistance to those who do not have Cornish 
ancestors. 

 
 Continued to expand the reasonably priced fee based research service for members and also the general public. 

 
 

Arranged that members of the Cornwall Family History Society receive a discount for the research service and discounts for 
publications purchased. 

 
Arranged that members of the Cornwall Family History Society receive a discount for a combined membership and data base 
subscription. 

 
Attended appropriate regional and national genealogical meetings to ensure that Cornwall is using best practice and is kept 
abreast of other societies’ practices. 

 
Continued our partnership with the Cornwall Record Office and expanded our working relationship by reaching an agreement 
that we will have a presence at the new Kresen Kernow Record Office in Redruth upon their relocation. 
 
As part of our education remit, we have run our series of four courses that range from beginners to advanced techniques in 
family history research. 

 
 Maintained a close working relationship with our neighbours at Devon Family History Society.   

 
Continued to expand the data on the War Website which honours the losses and sacrifices of the county during the two world 
wars and subsequent conflicts. 
 
The society provides lists of the casualties of World War One to the Truro Cathedral for their remembrance at the morning 
service on the centenary of each of their deaths. 

 
Plans for future periods 
 

Stronger links will continue to be made with other relevant agencies in order to make further information available for 
genealogists worldwide. On a more local basis we wish to improve our connections with the local museum trusts to increase 
our outreach to these establishments with regard to any family history issues.  
 
The society continues to support, manage and publish the work of volunteer members and maintains a research library open 
to the general public, all in furtherance of the society’s stated aim of maximising access to family history data for everyone. 

 
Cornwall Family History Society has a strong educational aim and fulfills this role by educating and assisting members of the 
public and its members in techniques for researching their interests.  The ongoing programme of courses will continue.  
 
A major programme of digitizing new material, and adding additional information to existing records, will be undertaken to         
exploit the increased storage capacity and speed of the new database. 
 
Explore new revenue generating opportunities to secure the long-term viability of the society. 
 
To actively recruit new volunteers to enable the continuation of our programme of education and research. 

 
 
Volunteers 
 

The trustees wish to express their great appreciation of the dedication and hard work of all the volunteers without whom this 
society could not exist – members who have helped the work of the society through the transcribing and indexing of records, 
sometimes in uncomfortable surroundings over the past year, those involved in guiding the research of library visitors and 
others who work long hours out of sight of the general membership with no thought of reward. 



Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166 December 2017  13

 
 

Arranged that members of the Cornwall Family History Society receive a discount for the research service and discounts for 
publications purchased. 

 
Arranged that members of the Cornwall Family History Society receive a discount for a combined membership and data base 
subscription. 

 
Attended appropriate regional and national genealogical meetings to ensure that Cornwall is using best practice and is kept 
abreast of other societies’ practices. 

 
Continued our partnership with the Cornwall Record Office and expanded our working relationship by reaching an agreement 
that we will have a presence at the new Kresen Kernow Record Office in Redruth upon their relocation. 
 
As part of our education remit, we have run our series of four courses that range from beginners to advanced techniques in 
family history research. 

 
 Maintained a close working relationship with our neighbours at Devon Family History Society.   

 
Continued to expand the data on the War Website which honours the losses and sacrifices of the county during the two world 
wars and subsequent conflicts. 
 
The society provides lists of the casualties of World War One to the Truro Cathedral for their remembrance at the morning 
service on the centenary of each of their deaths. 

 
Plans for future periods 
 

Stronger links will continue to be made with other relevant agencies in order to make further information available for 
genealogists worldwide. On a more local basis we wish to improve our connections with the local museum trusts to increase 
our outreach to these establishments with regard to any family history issues.  
 
The society continues to support, manage and publish the work of volunteer members and maintains a research library open 
to the general public, all in furtherance of the society’s stated aim of maximising access to family history data for everyone. 

 
Cornwall Family History Society has a strong educational aim and fulfills this role by educating and assisting members of the 
public and its members in techniques for researching their interests.  The ongoing programme of courses will continue.  
 
A major programme of digitizing new material, and adding additional information to existing records, will be undertaken to         
exploit the increased storage capacity and speed of the new database. 
 
Explore new revenue generating opportunities to secure the long-term viability of the society. 
 
To actively recruit new volunteers to enable the continuation of our programme of education and research. 

 
 
Volunteers 
 

The trustees wish to express their great appreciation of the dedication and hard work of all the volunteers without whom this 
society could not exist – members who have helped the work of the society through the transcribing and indexing of records, 
sometimes in uncomfortable surroundings over the past year, those involved in guiding the research of library visitors and 
others who work long hours out of sight of the general membership with no thought of reward. 



14  Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166, December 2017



Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166 December 2017  15



16  Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166, December 2017

This is the third course we have run this year and as always 
we had plenty to talk about. We began by looking at wills 

since 1858, when the Principal Probate Office was established, 
and concentrated on how to locate them and what information 
can be found within them. A will can be a treasure trove of useful 
genealogical information mentioning siblings, grandchildren 
and even great grandchildren, if you are lucky! These days one 
can buy a will online and download it within a matter of days. 

A look at records of the First and Second World Wars came 
next. Here The National Archives catalogue came into play for 
those searching for ancestors who fought in the First World 
War. We also showed participants how to use the wonderful 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission website – all for free!

Finally we rounded off the day with a section on newspapers 
and how to find them. While much can be found on the internet, 

Intermediate Course
23rd September 2017

By Jacky Casson (23852)

you can still search newspapers the old-fashioned way by visiting 
the Cornwall Studies Library at Redruth and using microfilm! 

There was plenty of opportunity for participants to use their 
new found knowledge when using the library computers, 
supported by Jacky CASSON, our Education Coordinator, and 
Lynne TASKER, Vice Chair and Research Co-ordinator, who 
lead the day. Throughout the day the room hummed with quiet 
anticipation, alternating with the odd screech of despair, as 
participants buried themselves in their research!

As always we received some great feedback and we look 
forward to our next course. If anyone is interested in 

receiving details of future courses, please email our secretary, 
Laurence Smith, on lsmith@cornwallfhs.com and register your 
interest.
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What’s in a name? Less than you might think, and that 
can pose a major problem for family historians. Recent 

experience has thrown up two cases of people who are known by 
names that are very different from those on their birth certificates.

When Gary HUDSON had to get a copy of his birth certificate 
he was understandably surprised to find that he did not exist. 
However, he did discover that a Russell HUDSON had been 
born to the same parents at the same place on the same day. 
When he approached his mother about this discrepancy, she told 
him that they had called him Russell when he was born, but then 
decided that they did not really like that name and called him 
Gary instead. Had he never needed to procure a copy of his birth 
certificate he may never have discovered that fact.

What’s in a name ? . . .
By Trevor Curnow (22990)

When Eileen JONES worked in a munitions factory during 
the Second World War, there were already other people called 
Eileen working there. To avoid confusion, she agreed to call 
herself Ann, rather than Eileen. Yet another Eileen took a 
different name. When the war ended, Eileen JONES decided to 
stay as Ann, which she calls herself to this day.

I do not suppose that Gary and Ann are the only cases of 
people being known by very different names from those 

they were given at birth. While many people called John might 
become known as Jack, or an Elizabeth might be called Bess, 
there is no obvious or traditional connection between Russell 
and Gary, or between Eileen and Ann. When it comes to family 
history, nothing can be taken for granted!

Treninick - Gorran
By Julie Adams (11338)

I am looking for more information about Treninick Farm, 
Gorran (St Austell). The present house was built around 1840, 
the family story being that John WILLS built it for his new 
bride, Julia Roberts LANYON, whom he married in 1844. This 
was on the site of a former Tudor farmhouse, which can be found 
on old maps. The Tudor house clearly replaced an even earlier 
settlement, as my research has unearthed documents mentioning 
Treninick that go back as far as the 13th century. I would very 
much like to find out more about the Tudor house, and am 
wondering if there are any surviving members or descendants 
of the WILLS family who would be able to help me. They left 
Treninick in 1893 when John WILLS died in a riding accident, 
aged 47.

Treninick Farm, Gorran, St Austell, Corwnall PL26 6LP

GLASSON/
PENBERTHY

Is there a descendant of John GLASSON, who married Ann 
PENBERTHY in 1835 in St Erth, who knows the parents of 
John? Their children’s names suggest he was the son of Richard 
and Philippa GLASSON who was baptised in St Breock on 11 
August 1805, and not in St Erth as the 1851 census states. 

As there are many John GLASSONS of approximately the 
same age I could be entirely wrong in my supposition.

Karel Saint (03803)

Contact:
karel.saint@bigpond.com]

A membership renewal form is enclosed with your journal.  
On the reverse is an agreement form which ALL members 
are required to complete in order that we comply with new 
Data Protection regulations.  The form will also be included 
with the digital download of the December journal from our 
website.

The form relates to the members’ interests surname search 
within the members’ area of the website, and it will now be 

necessary for us to have your written agreement in order to 
include your contact details.

The current members interests will be removed on 1 
February 2018, and anyone who has not returned the form 
giving the relevant permission will no longer be included in 
the new listings.

Please can you return the form as soon as possible, even if 
it is not time to renew your membership.

URGENT NOTICE
FROM THE SECRETARY

ImplementatIon of the General Data protectIon reGulatIons (GDpr)

On a happier note I hope everyone has a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year.
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A hand made 2.5cm/ 1 inch adjustable dog 
collar in Cornish tartan. A good way to 
connect the family pet with the heritage of 
your loved ones and ancestors 

Price: £15 
 

A choice of 1.5m/ 5 feet dog leads in either 
2.5cm/ 1 inch width or 1cm/ 0.5inch. A chance to 
show off and keep your pet safe whilst out in the 
local park with this hand made leash in Cornish 
tartan. 

Price: £15 

A silk or cotton neck tie in either a traditional green or 
gold Cornish tartan. Perfect for those who are bored with 
plain coloured ties in the workplace and formal occasions 
or those who simply want to demonstrate their pride in the 
history of their family or loved ones. 

Price: Cotton- £17 
          Silk- £20 

 

A Cornish tartan purse with a front clasp in either silk or 
cotton, that at 25cm/ 8 inches in width can contain every-
thing necessary or desired. With many card slots there is 
also room for cash along with a separate coin compartment 
never run out of room again. 

Price: Large Cotton Purse- £23 
Large Silk Purse- £25 

 
A smaller version at 14cm/ 5.5 inches there is enough  
room for those important items. Perfect for putting in a bag 
or pocket when you only wish to carry those few important 
things. 

Price: Small Cotton Purse- £20 
Small Silk Purse- £22 

Available from the shop:- www.cornwallfhs.com

or email: secretary@cornwallfhs.com
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A good friend of mine, John CARLSON, happened to 
mention that one of his ancestors went from being a 

copper miner in Tywardreath to a sheriff in the gold fields of 
Nevada. I thought that would be an interesting article for the 
journal so he sent me all the information and said ‘help yourself’!

Nevada County is in northeast California and was a centre for 
gold mining in the late nineteenth century. Grass Valley was, and 
still is, a town in Nevada County. To the east of Nevada County 
is the infamous Donner Pass where in the winter of 1846/47, 
many emigrants on their way to the gold fields, were stranded by 
deep snow. Many died and many resorted to cannibalism.

John MARTIN was born in 1854 in Tywardreath, St. Austell. 
His parents were Isaac MARTIN b.1815, and Mary Ann KITTO 
b.1816. They had eleven children and John was the ninth child. 

On the 1871 census John MARTIN is a miner living with his 
family at Penpillick Hill, Tywardreath. John’s older sister 

Mary Ann MARTIN b.1845, had married John ROSEVEAR, 
a miner, in 1864. The couple travelled to Pennsylvania shortly 
after their marriage and their first child was born there in 1868. 

On the US 1870 census they are in Grass Valley, California. 
Their second child was born there and John was a gold miner. 

Living with them was Isaac MARTIN b.1844. He was one 
of Mary Ann’s brothers and had travelled out to California in 
1869. He was also a gold miner. Isaac MARTIN married Lizzie 
DAW later on in 1870. She was English and was only nineteen 
when she married. 

In 1876 John MARTIN travelled to California to become 
a gold miner. What better start to a new life than to be with 
two older siblings who can show you the ropes? In 1881 he 
married Eliza, also from England. However tragedy was 
not far away and Isaac MARTIN was killed in a mining 
accident in Grass Valley on 12 November 1886 at the 
age of forty three. He was buried in the Odd Fellows and 
Masonic cemetery in Grass Valley. In November 1888, 
Lizzie MARTIN, married James HOOPER, another 
English man. At least John MARTIN spent ten years 
with his brother. 

By the 1900 census John has three children, Albert 
Henry b.1882, Edgar b.1885 and Lillian b.1895. 

Two years later John MARTIN became a deputy sheriff. 
He served under Sheriff Henry WALKER for two 

terms before becoming the sheriff of Grass Valley, Nevada in 
1914. Whilst serving under Sheriff Walker, he was involved 
in a number of important manhunts and ‘manifested notable 
fortitude and bravery’. He served two terms before retiring at the 
age of sixty eight. After this he moved to San Jose and became 
engaged in the insurance business. He died in December 1933 
at the age of seventy nine and was survived by his widow and 
his children, Albert H MARTIN and Lillian E MARTIN. He 
was very well thought of in the Grass Valley area and there were 
many tributes to him. 

An article in the local paper written when he retired stated 
that ‘he needed no introduction as he had served the 

city and county creditably. He was Deputy Sheriff and jailer 
until 1914, when he was elected sheriff. The people were wise 
to place the sheriff’s office in the hands of a man thoroughly 
acquainted with every detail of that important business.’ 

‘At one time he was a grand trustee of the Grand Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias of California (I presume an organisation 
similar to the Masons). He was also a treasurer of the Miner’s 
Union in Nevada City.’ The article goes on to say that he was 
‘known throughout the county as a man who does his duty 
faithfully, no matter where the chips should fall.’

John MARTIN was a thoroughly decent man and I have no 
doubt that his descendants are extremely proud of him.

JOHN MARTIN
From copper and gold miner

to silver badge

By Jenny Poole (12933)



20  Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166, December 2017

Chapels of Cornwall ... an ongoing series

The village of Heamoor is just one 
mile from Penzance and at one time 

was called Hea, a hamlet on moorland. 
There are conflicting reports as to whether 
John WESLEY preached at Hea or not. 
You may be wondering why it is called 
Wesley Rock Chapel.  

A Mr. PENALUNA wrote that Rev 
John WESLEY preached annually for 
seventeen years at Hea Moor in the parish 
of Madron. As John WESLEY was a 
small man he stood on a rock in front 
of a crowd to preach. The rock was in a 
field known as Hunter’s Field, which now 
contains the cemetery and Wesley Rock 

Methodist buildings.

On the pulpit at the front of the church 
is a marble tablet cemented with the 
inscription:

‘On this Rock Mr. Wesley and others 
preached the Gospel of Christ.

AD 1743 to 1760.   Luke 14c 23v. 
W. Pengelly 1825.
(This inscription must have been placed 

on the Rock before the Chapel was built).

Whitsuntide services were held in 
this field each year, with the preacher 
delivering his message from the rock. 
However one year there was no service, 

as the owner of the field had ploughed it 
and did not want to spoil his crop.

The sister of the farmer, Miss 
PENGELLY, was upset that the 

gospel had not been preached. She told 
her brother Henry PENGELLY that she 
had had a dream. He considered this to be 
a message from God and offered a piece 
of the field on which a chapel could be 
built. In 1840 the land was sold by Henry 
PENGELLY for five shillings and the 
title deed signed. 

The chapel opened in May 1842 and the 
rock from the field was brought in and put 
under the pulpit. Services were held on 

WESLEY ROCK CHAPEL
By Sylvia Dyer (04170)

Photo: by kind permission of Mark Hattam
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SO many beautiful places; so many wonderful sights and scenes; 
so much to capture and hold the eye regardless of the season 

or the weather. 

That’s Cornwall, as we all well know from our travels and our reading. 
And it is the Cornwall we want to capture in glorious colour on the 
cover of every issue of the society’s journal.

We are looking for bright interesting photographs that not only 
embrace each season but also have some connection to the society’s 
prime objectives of seeking links to the past through family history.

The only prize is the honour and pleasure of seeing your picture 
adorn our front cover, with full credit given to the picture-taker.

Submit entries to:
secretary@cornwallfhs.com.

Happy snappers 
- we need your pictures

three days and tickets for a ‘Tea Meeting’ 
were sold for 1s 6d. Each service was 
crowded and people could not gain 
admission on the Sunday. The collections 
and proceeds of the tea donated by seven 
ladies, amounted to £40 3s. On Sunday 
mornings and afternoons was a Sunday 
school with up to seven classes, and a 
service was held on Sunday evening.

About this time a group of Penzance 
business men purchased the 

adjoining plot of land and formed a 
syndicate to operate a private burial 
ground, which is now under the 
responsibility of the Cornwall Council.

In October 1880 the property was re-
opened, after being lengthened and the 
chapel refurbished with a new pulpit. 
As the village was growing bigger the 
trustees considered that a larger, more up 
to date chapel was needed. In 1893 Miss 
Harriet PENGELLY, daughter of Henry 
who gave the original land, donated the 
freehold site next to the first building. 
This then became the Sunday School.

Fund raising began with money 
being raised from Harvest 

Festival services, two bazaars, concerts, 
teas, subscriptions by individuals and 
businesses in the area, and loans from 

supporters. The new Wesley Rock chapel 
was opened in March 1898, the rock 
having been moved and put under the 
pulpit. The cost was around £1,669.00.

In the 1990s the church council decided 
to remove some of the back pews of the 
chapel, and a large foyer was constructed 
where meetings and coffee could be 
served. A link block was built between the 
chapel and the hall. At the same time as 
the modifications it was decided to install 
a public address system in the chapel, so 
two floor boards were taken out under 
the pulpit in order to run the microphone 
wire down around the rock. The workmen 
discovered that the rock had a large hole 
down the middle, and it was assumed that 
someone had sold chips out of the centre 
of the rock to raise money for the new 
chapel.

In 2014 it was decided to sell the 
hall area, which has now been 

transformed into a family home, and the 
proceeds of the sale were used to update 

the chapel so that the refurbished area 
could be used for the church activities that 
were previously held in the hall. Over two 
years pews were removed, the area was 
painted and decorated, carpet was fitted, 
lighting improved and the small kitchen 
in the foyer updated. This is now a warm, 
comfortable welcoming worship area 
where other activities can be held.

There are no evening services now, and 
in 2016 the congregation were mainly 
retired people. There is, however, a 
very enthusiastic small group in a very 
successful Messy Church being held 
every month. Another group run a short 
mat bowls club, and there are weekly 
coffee mornings. We enjoy a very good 
Fellowship with an Easter breakfast 
and harvest supper and other occasional 
charity fundraising events. 

Although many regular preachers 
deliver their message from the lectern, 
visiting preachers often take delight 
in preaching from the pulpit on ‘The 
Rock’. So the tradition started by the ‘the 
little man from up country’ continues 
in Heamoor more than two and a half 
centuries later.

A group of local 

businessmen purchased 

adjoining land.



22  Cornwall Family History Society Journal 166, December 2017

DATES FOR FUTURE COURSES

BEGINNER’S COURSE

Saturday, 13 January 2018
10am to 4pm

INTERMEDIATE COURSE

Saturday, 3 February 2018
10am to 4pm

COST: £15

Both at Cornwall Family History Society

18 Lemon Street, Truro TR1 2LS

For further details and application form, contact:

Tel: 01872 264044

Email: secretary@cornwallfhs.com

CORNWALL FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

o
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Before the days of easy transport, 
Cornwall was composed of distinct 

and individual communities, each with its 
own local customs and ways.

So with traditional Cornish recipes, 
you will find that there are differences of 
opinion as to the correct ingredients and 
methods of preparation.

Dinners usually had to be carried by 
the menfolk who worked in the mines, 
at sea, or on the farms, and children 
often had to walk long distances 
to school. The Cornish pasty 
provided an ideal dinner, 
with pastry firm enough to 
stay intact, and a filling 
that was substantial and 
nourishing.

Like Cousin Jenny and 
Cousin Jack, a pasty is 
very much an individual. 
Fillings are adjusted to 
the taste of each member of 
the family, and the ultimate 
combinations are numerous.  
Here are a few:

meat anD potato – no onIon

meat, potato, onIon, turnIp 

meat, potato, sprInG onIons.

RECIPE:
Pastry:  Use plain flour and lard, or a 

mixture of lard and margarine.

Pastry for pasties must be elastic in 
texture to enable easy handling. Plain 
pastry for pasties can be made with one 
part fat to three parts flour, plus a pinch 
of salt, and water to mix. However, if a 
‘shorter’ pastry is desired, the proportion 
of fat may be increased up to one part fat 
to two parts flour.

Allow roughly 4 oz. flour per pasty.
Rub fat into flour and salt, and mix with 

cold water. 

Roll pastry one quarter inch thick, and 
cut into plate sized rounds. 

FILLING:

Pasty beef (skirt steak if you can afford 
it) cut into small pieces.

Onion chopped small.
Potato chipped into small thin pieces.
Salt and pepper.
This makes a good filling meat and 

potato pasty.
Put raw ingredients of filling in layers 

on one half of pastry.
Season well.
Damp edges of pastry circle. Fold over. 

Seal.

Crimp edge.

Make a small hole in middle of pasty, 
or, mark the initial letter of each person’s 
name on their particular pasty. Brush with 

CORNISH PASTIES 
(PASTY KERNEWEK)

By Sylvia Dyer (04170)

beaten egg, or milk.

Bake 425 deg, Reg.6, until browned top 
and bottom, and inside filling is cooked.

By kind permission of Pamela Pascoe 
who wrote Cousin Jennie’s Cook Book

Kegynlyver Kynytherow Jenyfer.
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John and Jane NETHERTON are commemorated on a 
handsome gravestone in Werrington churchyard. They 

married young (in 1812), had ten children and lived their long 
lives in the village of Yeolmbridge. John lived to 68 and Jane 
died at the grand age of 84 in 1874. Although this suggests that 
their lives had begun in comfortable and secure circumstances, 
the reality was starkly different. While both were small children 
they were placed by the Overseers of the Poor as parish 
apprentices to my 4 x great-grandfather John Dyer BENOY. 
Parish apprenticeships were a vital component of the poor laws, 
the welfare system of the day. They were intended to provide 
a home, support and training for children whose parents were 
unable to care for them adequately themselves.  

John NETHERTON, aged 8, ‘a Poor child of the Parish’, was 
apprenticed in 1798 to be trained in husbandry at the BENOY’s 
home farm, Grovetown. Then, in 1803, Jane SYMONS, aged 
10, was apprenticed in housewifery to John Dyer BENOY 
for nearby Sutton farm. There were several NETHERTON 

families in Werrington and surrounding parishes and several 
John NETHERTONs. I am unable to determine which of them 
was the father of little John apprenticed to John Dyer BENOY 
and there is no record of his baptism at Werrington in 1790.

Two SYMONS families were living in Werrington in the 
late 1700s and early 1800s, formed apparently when 

two brothers married two sisters. Ann and Rebecca GILBERT 
were the daughters of Digory and Margery GILBERT of North 
Petherwin. On 16 April 1786 Ann GILLBARD (spellings vary 
between parishes) married Thomas SYMONS at Werrington, 
each signing their name in the register. On 29 July 1787 Rebecca 
GILLBARD married John SYMONS at Werrington and again 
each signed the register. Their confident signatures suggest that 
all parties had benefitted from some formal education. People 
from labouring families typically made a mark, as did some 
from more affluent backgrounds.

After this promising start the fortunes of the two families 
diverged. Thomas and Ann SYMONS flourished and had six 
children, all surviving childhood. Thomas SYMONS witnessed 
the will of my 5 x great-grandfather John BENOY in 1783, 
suggesting some kind of connection to the BENOY family. 
Thomas and Ann’s eldest daughter, Ann, went on to marry John 
Dyer BENOY himself.

John and Rebecca SYMONS had seven children that we know 
of from baptism records, along with an eighth, William. Apart 
from their eldest daughter, Margery, and their youngest, Rebecca, 
who died aged 2, their six other children were all apprenticed to 
farmers in the parish. The pattern of births and apprenticeships 
fits the conventional wisdom that a simple labourer could not 
support more than a wife and three small children. At age 10, 
of course, a child could go out to work. Something must have 
prevented John SYMONS from earning more than a very basic 
income, but that did not prevent him from living to a good age. 
He died in 1831, aged 72, and Rebecca died in 1836 aged 74.

The sequence of SYMONS family births and 
apprenticeships is as follows: Margery SYMONS, 

baptised 18 February 1787, at Werrington (no further records); 
Mary SYMONS, baptised 11 April 1790, at Werrington. Jane 
SYMONS, baptised 25 November 1792 at St Thomas by 
Launceston; James SYMONS, baptised 15 May 1796 at St 
Thomas by Launceston; William SYMONS (baptism about 
1800, location so far unknown); Mary SYMONS, aged 10, 
apprenticed to Thomas MARTIN of Werrington, 28 April 1800; 
Thomas SYMONS, baptised 29 May 1803; Jane SYMONS, 
aged 10, apprenticed to John Dyer BENOY for Sutton, 
Werrington, 12 November 1803;  James SYMONS, aged 
8, apprenticed to Peter ELFORD of Eggbear, Werrington, 12 
November 1803; Richard SYMONS, baptised 15 June 1806 at 
Werrington; William SYMONS aged 8, apprenticed to Thomas 
REED of Stevensdon, Werrington, 3 August 1808; Rebecca 
SYMONS, baptised 9 July 1809 at Werrington, and buried 8 
December 1811; Thomas SYMONS aged 9 apprenticed to John 
EGGINS of Druxton, Werrington, 18 October 1811; Richard 
SYMONS aged 12 apprenticed to Peter ELFORD of Eggbear, 
Werrington, 7 July 1818.

A Poor Child of the Parish
By Anne Benoy (20748)

Gravestone of John and Jane Netherton, their daughter 

Jane Benoy and son George, who died aged 6.
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Provided the master and mistress of the house were decent 
and reasonable people child apprentices were usually 

better cared for physically than if they had remained with their 
struggling parents or, as was often the case, a single widowed 
parent. They worked hard but were legally entitled to be given 
skills and training designed to set them up for their working 
lives. If more than one child from a family was placed with the 
same household, it suggests that the relationship met with the 
satisfaction of all parties. This would seem to be the case with 
two SYMONS brothers placed with Peter ELFORD. 

According to the Werrington parish papers, over 130 children 
were placed into these apprenticeships there in the period from 
1740 to 1830. In charge of matters were the parish Overseers of the 
Poor and the churchwardens. The householder taking in a child 
undertook to provide food, drink, lodging, clothing, washing, 
‘and all other Things necessary and fit for an Apprentice’. The 
apprentice also received instruction either in husbandry for boys 
or housewifery for girls, until the young person reached the age 
of 21, or earlier in the case of a female apprentice marrying. In 
return, the apprentice was expected to serve his or her master 
‘in all lawful business, according to his Power, Wit and Ability, 
and honestly, orderly and obediently, in all things demean and 
behave himself towards his said Master’. The whole process was 
subject to an order by two Justices of the Peace and formally 
witnessed, often by a relative of the child being placed. 

The churchwardens, overseers and householders who took 
in children were typically the yeoman farmers of the parish, 
the economic and social backbone of Werrington. John YEO, 
John ROBINSON, Thomas and John MARTIN, John Dyer 
BENOY, William BANBURY, Robert STENLAKE, William 
BARRIBALL, William PARSONS, John and William 
BRENDON, Henry TOLL, and many more – all served the 
parish in one or more of these roles in the late 1700s and early 
1800s. When it worked well the parish-based welfare system 

was a practical way for the ‘haves’ to share their social goods 
with the ‘have nots’, accomplished not with cash but in kind. 
Often it did, indeed, take a village to raise a child.

In December 1810 Jane SYMONS bore a child, baptised 
Mary Ann SYMONS at Werrington, and noted in 

the register as a ‘base child’; it seems probable that John 
NETHERTON was Mary Ann’s father. In July 1812 Jane 
married John NETHERTON.  Their nine other children – 
Thomas, John, Grace, Charlotte, Jenny, Eliza, Margery, Emlyn 
and George – were born over the next twenty years. Thomas 
and Grace died in infancy and George as a child of 6. Their 
son John was apprenticed to John Dyer BENOY in 1825, 
aged 10, when Jane was expecting another child and Charlotte 
and Jenny were still small, another example of more than one 
apprenticeship arrangement between families. Jane’s parents 
lived in Yeolmbridge into their seventies. John SYMONS died 
at 72 in 1831 and Rebecca aged 74 in 1836.

An even closer link between the NETHERTONS and 
BENOYS was made in 1857 when John and Jane’s 

daughter Emlyn NETHERTON married John Dyer BENOY’s 
nephew Francis BENOY.  Francis was the tailor in Yeolmbridge. 
John NETHERTON was a quarryman and the sexton of 
Werrington church, implying that the little lad who had gone 
up the lane to live with the BENOYs had grown into a strong 
man and a hard worker. He also lived in Yeolmbridge but died 
in 1859, aged 68, not long after Emlyn had married Francis 
BENOY. After bearing four children Emlyn BENOY died aged 
40 in 1870 and was buried within days of her daughter Eliza’s 
baptism. Jane outlived her husband by fifteen years, keeping 
house for her widowed son-in-law Francis BENOY until he 
remarried, visiting her married daughter Eliza NORTHCOTT 
in Plymouth and no doubt a strong presence in the lives of her 
many grandchildren.

Lane leading to Benoy’s farm, Grovetown, Yeolmbridge. Medieval bridge at Yeolmbridge.
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My wife was born 
Rosemary ANGOVE in the 
little Brazilian mining town 

of Nova Lima, where her father BRINLEY 
ARTHUR GARFIELD ANGOVE was 
employed by the English gold mining 
company St John d’el Rey. When I first 
met my Angove in-laws in 1972, they told 
me various stories about how a branch 
of this Cornish family had ended up in 
Brazil.

 Two things they told me in particular 
stuck in my mind. The first was that 
some time in 1912 the head of the family, 
William John ANGOVE (b. 1868), an 
itinerant miner, had written to his Cornish 
wife Grace who was then living with 
the children in Ireland. He wrote from 
India explaining that his employment 
in India was coming to an end and he 
was beginning a new contract with an 
English gold mining company in Brazil. 
She followed his instructions to pack up 
the family belongings and travel with 
their three children to the mining town 
of Passagem de Mariana in the state of 
Minas Gerais, Brazil. The second was 
that this William John ANGOVE, never 
reached Brazil, as he was taken seriously 
ill on his voyage from India, presumably 
via England, and that he had died and had 
been buried at sea.

In recent years I have spent a great deal 
of time trying to verify those stories and 
fill in the various gaps. This has led me to 
make some fascinating discoveries about 
the life of Grace ANGOVE.

 GRACE ANGOVE (c1870-1949) 
was born Grace ARTHUR in 

Gwinear, her parents were James 
(1835) and Grace (1834). They lived 
at Penmenor Downs, Gwinear (1871 
census, where Grace is aged 1). On 7 July 
1888 a marriage certificate was issued for 
Grace ARTHUR (now 18) and William 
John ANGOVE, aged 20.

 Grace probably gave birth to her first 
child, William John ANGOVE junior 
on 7 April 1889. The 1891 census shows 
them all in Trevenson Street in Camborne. 
The second child was a daughter, 

Beatrice. William Snr must have gone 
to find work in Brazil, leaving his family 
behind, for on 16 November 1894, the 
‘UK Outward Passenger lists, 1890—
1960’ say ‘Mrs Angove & Child’ sailed 
from Southampton, destined for Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil on the ship Nile. Grace 
took baby Beatrice but presumably left 
William Jnr in the care of her parents, 
the ARTHURS , on the farm near Hayle. 
To have journeyed alone, without the 
company of a husband, and carrying 
a little baby, she must have been very 
independent-minded and very daring.

A year later, in November 1895 the 
ship Goorkha sailed from London to 
Madras in India carrying, among others, a 
passenger ‘Angove, Wm.’.  Could this be 
Grace’s husband? If so, is he coming from 
Brazil where Grace had joined him a year 
earlier, and is she staying behind in Brazil 
or did she come back to England with him 
on his way to India?

Only five months later, on 11 April 
1896 there is a ‘J Angove’ listed 

among the passengers on the ship Paris, 
sailing from Southampton to New 
York. His age is given as 29, which means 
he must have been born about 1867. This 
of course is only one year off the year 
we have for him in the 1891 census. 
Could this be our William John Snr? The 
passenger list does not say whether he is 
married or single. His occupation is just 
given as ‘Labor /er’, rather than miner. It 
would seem highly unlikely that we could 
be dealing with the same individual, 
if he has been all the way to India in the 
meantime, but ‘our’ William John could 
possibly be one of these two individuals, 
either the one heading for Madras or the 
one heading for New York.

 Grace did not settle in Brazil - by 1897 
she was back in Cornwall to give birth to 
a second daughter, Maude Beatrice . She 
did not stay, however, for on 16 December 
1897, soon after the birth, Grace sailed 
from Liverpool on board the SS Orissa, 
bound back to Rio. This would presumably 
be her second voyage. She was probably 
travelling alone, because the passenger 

list has specific columns for infants and 
children between 1 and 12 and Maud 
Beatrice appears in neither of these. Since 
we must assume that Grace is without 
her baby, perhaps Maud Beatrice was not 
born in 1897 but in 1898? In the column 
‘Profession, Occupation or Calling’ there 
is a blank against Grace’s name. This 
suggests she is classified as somebody’s 
wife and a housewife. She is one of five 
adult English female passengers and 
possibly the only one disembarking at Rio 
de Janeiro.

She is not mentioned in the 1901 
English census but her son William 

Jnr is listed as living with the ARTHURS, 
Grace’s parents, on the farm near Hayle. 
By 1902 Grace was back in Cornwall 
once more and on 29 July she gave birth 
to Brinley Arthur Garfield ANGOVE, my 
father-in-law, at Camborne. He definitely 
told his Irish family that he had been born 
in Cornwall.

What we seem to know about William 
and Grace’s travels between England, 
Brazil, and India, raises intriguing 
questions about the life of young 
Brinley ANGOVE. If he was born 
in Cornwall in late July of 1902, he 
must have been conceived in or about 
November 1901. This suggests three 
possible accounts of his parentage.

1) William John Snr returned from 
Brazil with Grace sometime between 
January 1898 (the time of Grace’s likely 
arrival in Passagem de Mariana) and 1901 
and was in Cornwall with his wife Grace 
and two children in November of 1901 
when conception took place. This would 
seem to be the most likely explanation. 
They could not, however, have returned 
to the UK before the census of 31 March 
31 1901, because their names do not 
appear in it. If Grace came back after that, 
she would have been away from William 
Jnr for over three years.

2) Grace stayed with her husband 
William Snr in Brazil and returned alone 
(or with daughter Maud Beatrice) and 
pregnant to Cornwall in late 1901 or early 
1902.      

Amazing Grace  
The ANGOVES in Brazil
By Odd Arne Jakobsen (24819)
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3) Grace returned alone (or with 
daughter Maud Beatrice) from Brazil to 
Cornwall after a relatively short stay in 
Brazil and Brinley Arthur Garfield was 
not William John Snr’s son. However, if 
she had returned before 31 March 1901 
she should have been included in the 
census.

William Snr obtained work in the 
copper mines in Ireland, and the 

whole family went to live at Allihies, Co. 
Cork, west of Castletown (presumably 
Castletown-Bearhaven). Family tradition 
in Ireland as told by my wife’s cousin 
living in Ireland said all the family 
stayed there until early 1909. He said that 
William John Snr went to India in 1909, 
but returned in 1910, remaining in Ireland 
before departing for Brazil in 1913, when 
he died at sea.

In fact the 1911 Irish census makes no 
mention of William. Grace is listed as 
head of household, living at Mountain 
Common, Ardfield (Co. Cork) with the 
three children.  It was in 1912 William 
was said to have written to Grace from 
India, telling her that he was going to 
Brazil and she should take the family 
there to join him.

On 30 October 1913, Grace ANGOVE’s 
life and fate take a dramatic turn. On that 
day, according to the passengers list, 
RMS Oriana set off from Liverpool for 
Brazil carrying ‘Grace ANGROVE’, a 
dressmaker (39), ‘William ANGROVE’, 
an engineer (23), ‘Beatrice 
Maud ANGROVE’, a governess (17) and 
‘Brinley ANGROVE’, a scholar (aged 
9). This information from a passenger list 
invites at least two comments. The first 
and obvious one concerns the misspelling 
of the family name, i.e. ‘ANGROVE’ 

rather than ‘ANGOVE’. The next is 
their ages: they conflict with information 
derived elsewhere.

The family chronicle says that when her 
ship approached Rio de Janeiro they were 
informed there was an outbreak of yellow 
fever in the city. The ship therefore sailed 
to a neighbouring harbour. Somehow she 
must have made contact with people who 
had been sent out by the St John d’el Rey 
Company to meet her. From there the 
story has it that for her journey inland to 

Minas Gerais, a stretch of about 500 km, 
she was placed in some sort of recliner 
that was hitched between two mules. It 
must have taken them weeks. The children 
presumably walked.

Did Grace ANGOVE really expect to 
meet her husband in Brazil?

Did William really die on the way from 
India to Brazil, and was he buried at sea?

To be continued
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KERNEWEK (CORNISH) SOWSNEK (ENGLISH)

GERVA (VOCABULARY)

DYDHYOW A’N SEYTHUN (DAYS OF THE WEEK)

DY’LUN .....................................................................MONDAY 
DY’MEURTH .............................................................TUESDAY 
DY’MERGHER ..........................................................WEDNESDAY
DY’YOW ....................................................................THURSDAY
DY’GWENER ............................................................FRIDAY
DY’SADORN .............................................................SATURDAY
DY’SUL .....................................................................SUNDAY

MISYOW A’N VLYDHEN (MONTHS OF THE YEAR)

MIS-GENVER ............................................................JANUARY
MIS-HWEVRER .........................................................FEBRUARY
MIS -MEURTH ...........................................................MARCH
MIS-EBRYL ...............................................................APRIL 
MIS-ME ......................................................................MAY
MIS-METHEVEN .......................................................JUNE
MIS-GORTHEREN ....................................................JULY
MIS-EST ....................................................................AUGUST
MIS-GWYNNGALA ...................................................SEPTEMBER
MIS-HEDRA ..............................................................OCTOBER
MIS-DU ......................................................................NOVEMBER
MIS-KEVARDHU .......................................................DECEMBER

NOTA BENE
SEPTEMBER JOURNAL

Unfortunately there was a typographical error in the Gerva Kerwenek.
‘Pyth yw da hanow?’should read ‘Pyth yw dha hanow?’.

The Cornish language has developed over the years, as do many languages.  
The version used here is KEMMYN.
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