
1 
 

RAF Cleave 

Location:  4.5miles North of Bude  OS 203 – SW 675 258 

Opened:  05 – 1939 

Closed:  11 – 1945 GCHQ satellite ground station (2011) 

Elevation:  400ft 

Command: Fighter Command 

Function: Anti-Aircraft Co-operation Unit 

Pundit Code:  Not Known 

Formation:  10 Group Fighter Command 

Main Contractor: Various 

Runways:  2 grass ENE/WSW 900yards N/S 700yards 

Hangers: Bellman (2) Blister (1) 

Dispersals: Nil 

Personnel:   Officers – 13 (2 WAAF)   Other Ranks: 486 (78 WAAF)    

 Lat / Long: N50.53.8 W004.3300 

Nearest Town: Bude 4 miles to South 

User sqns/units: No fighter units based 

Opened in 22 group (Army Cooperation) 05/1940 

To 10 group Fighter Command 06/1943 

The airfield was put under maintenance in April 1945 and later 

became a government signals station and was re-modelled as GCHQ 

Bude 

 


